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without health insurance was 9.1 percent during 2004-2005

-- a drop from 10.4 percent in 2003-2004. [ URRENT
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The figure puts lowa third in the nation when it comes to
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One woman who assists those without insurance said she
was surprised by the lowa findings -- and maintains that ORDER JOURNAL ADVERTISE ONLINE Purchasing Manager
health care is still a key issue in the state. PHOTOS HERE Click here for infarmation. Harker’s Distribution
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Davenport, said that while she welcomed the news, her agency is seeing more people asking for help. Complete Exteriors

"We're seeing extreme cases nowadays," she said. "Health care is one of the biggest issues we have to deal with." Cook - PT
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Nationwide, the number of people with health insurance coverage increased by 1.4 million to 247.3 million between 2004
and 2005, but the number without coverage also rose, by 1.3 million to 46.6 million, Census data shows. Technici?n
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The data also shows that the number of uninsured children increased between 2004 and 2005, from 7.9 million to 8.3

million. Shop Mechanic /
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An analysis by the lowa Policy Project shows that the number of people covered by government-funded insurance is
growing. The number of lowans with public health insurance also rose from 539,000 in 2000-01 to 747,000 in 2004-05, SHOW ALL TOP JOBS
according to the lowa Policy Project.

L
"The best we can say is that things are not worse for some lowans," said David Osterberg, executive director. "But more Propertles
are in poverty, and we're not seeing improvement for middle-income lowans or the uninsured.” e
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State statistics show a growing number of lowa children are signed up for the state- and federally- funded Hawk-I1
insurance program and Medicaid expansion program, state statistics show. This fiscal year, 34,598 children are
registered, compared to 17,927 five years ago.
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Siouxcityjournal.com encourages readers to engage in civil
conversation with their neighbors. We will never edit or
alter your comments, but we do reserve the right to
remove comments that violate our code of conduct. No
comment may contain:

® potentially libelous statements.

® Obscene, explicit, or racist language.
® personal attacks, insults, or threats.
® Commercial product promotions.

The comments above are from readers of
siouxcityjournal.com and in no way represent the views of
the Sioux City Journal or Lee Enterprises.

To begin a discussion on this topic visit our ONLINE
FORUMS or send your comment as a LETTER TO THE
EDITOR.
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