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DES MOINES n- A report released Tuesday shows that public . el
assistance programs only reach a small share of eligible LA Flaﬂ an ad
lowans.
Event
The study, co-sponsored by the lowa Policy Project, finds Calendar
that the state's child care assistance program reaches one Sponsared by
third of the 56,000 eligible children, subsidized housing ST. LUKE'S

reaches one quarter of the 96,000 eligible households and
food stamps reach two thirds of 318,000 eligible individuals.

"Our research shows lowa can do much better ... if
resources are made more accessible," said Elaine Ditsler,
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research associate for the lowa Policy Project, which is a ORDER JOURNAL ADVERTISE ONLINE
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She was joined at a downtown Des Moines news conference
by state legislators.
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Rep. Wayne Ford, D-Des Moines, said the state needs to do
more to publicize the programs available to people with low
incomes. He said recent legislation, such as this year's
increase in the minimum wage, is just a small step toward
improving the lives of people in poverty.
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"You and I both know we've got a long way to go," Ford

. — LOCAL BL! —
said. OcC, OGS

) Bruce Blog Life, film and culture in Siouxand. ‘
[- Camera Angles e o orsroteoesn. |

[ Eye on Business ‘. istr s ges |

Sen. Jack Hatch, D-Des Moines, said the problem exists
across the state and across racial and ethnic lines.

"This is not just an urban issue. This is not just a
black-white issue," he said.
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The lowa report is part of a multi-state project led by the

Center for Economic and Policy Research in Washington,
D.C., and the Center for Social Policy at the University of
Massachusetts.
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